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Membertou, who, they say, in the early days of navi-
gation thither from France, first of all the savages
became a Christian; he was an energetic man, and,
according to the testimony of all his countrymen, far
excelled others in vigor of mind, in knowledge of
war, in number of dependents, and the distinction of
a glorious name, for by public vote he had acquired
the title of ‘‘ Great Chief.”’ This position Member-
tou held among the Souriquois, who inhabit Acadia
about the mouth of the St. Lawrence river. Father
Biard visited Membertou’s son, who was suffering
from a dangerous illness. He was surprised that
there was no grief in the wigwam; no lamentations,
no tearful dirges; instead, a feast, a dance, and two
or three dogs fastened together. He asked what
these things meant. They answered that the youth
wotld die in a short time; that the friends had been
invited, and for them the banquet was being pre-
pared; that afterwards a funeral dance was to be con-
ducted; and that the dogs which he saw were to be
killed to appease the Spirit of the dead boy. The
Father exclaimed that these things were quite unfit-
ting for Christian men, and severely censured the
impious custom. The parent of the youth excused
his ignorance; he said that henceforth he and his son
should be under the Father’s direction; he begged
him to instruct and command them, and said that
they would execute his orders. The Priest forbade
the killing of the dogs; he dismissed the rude dancers;
a part of the repast he allowed, as not devoted to su-
perstitious rites. He insisted that the patient should
no longer be neglected; still more, he persuaded them
that the boy should be taken to the dwellings of the
French, although these were far distant, saying that
he hoped, by the favor of God, for his recovery. The



